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BURNING	SANDS	WRITTEN	BY	STORIES	INTERNATIONAL	MANAGEMENT	CLIENT	
CHRISTINE	BERG	WILL	WORLD	PREMIERE	AT	2017	SUNDANCE	FILM	FESTIVAL	IN	U.S.	
DRAMATIC	COMPETITION	

PARK	CITY,	UTAH	-	BURNING	SANDS,	one	of	 five	independent	films	financed	this	year	by	
Netflix,	 written	 by	 Christine	 Berg	 and	 director	 Gerard	 McMurray	 (a	 producer	 of	
FRUITVALE	STATION),	will	have	its	World	Premiere	at	the	2017	Sundance	Film	Festival	as	
one	 of	 16	 films	 in	 U.S.	 Dramatic	 Competition.	 	 Following	 its	 premiere,	 the	 film	 will	 be	
available	on	Netflix	in	more	than	190	countries.	

The	 story	 revolves	 around	 a	 traditionally	 African	 American	 fraternity	 during	Hell	Week,	
where	 a	 pledge	 is	 torn	 between	 honoring	 his	 code	 of	 silence	 or	 standing	 up	 against	 the	
violence	of	underground	hazing.		

Berg,	 born	 in	 Thailand	 and	 a	 U.S.	 Army	 veteran,	 was	 a	 participant	 in	 the	 2013	Military	
Veteran	Writing	Retreat	at	the	Writer’s	Guild	of	America.	She	earned	an	M.F.A.	in	Film	and	
Television	 Production	 from	 The	 University	 of	 Southern	 California	 and	 a	 B.A.	 in	 Cinema	
Production	from	San	Francisco	State	University.	

Berg	 and	 her	 writing	 partner,	 Simon	 Shterenberg,	 are	 managed	 by	 STORIES	
INTERNATIONAL,	 INC.,	 the	 U.S.	 arm	 of	 STORIES	 LLC,	 a	 joint	 venture	 production	 and	
literary	management	company	of	iconic	video	game	brand	SEGA	and	Hakuhodo	DY	Group,	
seventh-largest	ad	agency	worldwide.	

	
About	STORIES	
	
STORIES,	LLC	 is	a	 full-service	production,	commercial	and	 literary	management	company	
based	 in	Tokyo	with	 its	 international	 arm,	 STORIES	 INTERNATIONAL,	 INC.,	 based	 in	Los	
Angeles.		 The	 company	 is	 a	 subsidiary	 of	 legendary	 video	 game	 publisher	 SEGA	 and	
Hakuhodo	DY	Group,	the	second-largest	advertising	agency	in	Japan	and	seventh	largest	in	
the	 world.	 STORIES	 has	 three	 divisions:	 Film/TV/Digital,	 Branded	 Entertainment,	 and	
Creative	 Management.	 	 STORIES	 is	 focused	 on	 bringing	 Japanese	 stories	 to	 a	 global	
audience	through	adaptations	of	Japanese	intellectual	properties	into	English-language	film,	
television,	 and	 digital	 series	 for	 a	 worldwide	 release.	 STORIES	 is	 currently	 producing	
filmed	 entertainment	 adaptations	 of	 forty	 SEGA	 video	 game	 properties.	 	 STORIES	 also	
creates	 award-winning	 branded	 entertainment	 by	 connecting	 Hollywood	 creators	 with	
major	 international	 brands	 through	 Hakuhodo	 DY	 Group,	 as	 well	 as	 its	 international	
partners.	 STORIES'	 full-service	 commercial	 and	 literary	management	 division	 fosters	 the	
careers	of	creators	from	both	Hollywood	and	around	the	world.	The	company	works	with	
critically	 and	 commercially	 acclaimed	 directors,	 producers,	 and	 writers	 to	 develop	 and	
produce	projects	at	virtually	any	scale.	
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